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Travel gives you wings... 

FOR GROUPS :  

“DISCOVER THE CULTURES OF THE BALKANS “IN 12 DAYS 

  

INTRODUCTION 
During this tour you will discover a very special place in Europe marked by the dominant trade route 

in the Mediterranean until the 17th century, connecting Europe with Asia Minor. The trade route was 

already in use by the Celts, then appeared the Greeks, the Romans and finally the Slavs in the 7th 

century AD. This parade of civilizations happened before the eyes of the local population, the 

Illyrians, a people of shepherds, ancestors of today’s Albanians.  

 

This part of Europe was first dominated by Byzantium, then two great powers will fight for 

supremacy: Republics of Venice and Dubrovnik. Division of the Roman Empire was the event that 

marked the cultures. The border between the Eastern and Western Roman Empire goes through the 

Balkans. This separation will finally cause the schism in the Middle Age between the Catholic and 

Orthodox Church. 

 

The Ottoman Empire will enhance this cultural melting pot and create a colourful mosaic of local 

identities. The Balkans thus saw the appearance of various religious movements such as the Church 

of Bosnia called “Bogumil Church” or the Greek Catholic Church. The Balkans are determined by a 

surprising climate of tolerance and very original political systems. This tour’s goal is to emphasize this 

usually hidden side of South East Europe. The 20th century was marked by the nation-state creation 

games. Differences were weaponized in order to justify political struggles which inevitably led to 

great confusion. This was fertile ground for Tito's socialism seen as a gluing element which would 

restore the bygone harmony. However, the differences prevailed which resulted in the explosion of 

the Yugoslav federation. This program will give you an insight into 6 countries, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Albania, Macedonia and Serbia. You will discover not only their 

culture, nature and traditions but also their gastronomic treasures. 6 UNESCO World Heritage sites 

are included in the program: Mostar, Split, Dubrovnik, the Kotor bay, Berat, Lake Ohrid and 4 

capitals: Sarajevo, Tirana, Skopje and Belgrade. 
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Travel gives you wings... 

PROGRAM 

 

Day 1: Arrival at Sarajevo airport – Sarajevo - overnight in Sarajevo 

Arrival at Sarajevo airport.  

Meeting with your English-speaking tour leader. 

Transfer by bus (tourist bus reserved for the group) to 

Sarajevo. 

Travel time: 30min 

Walking tour of Sarajevo including Gazi Husrev-beg 

mosque.  

You will discover Baščaršija, the famous bazaar with its 

many fountains and wooden houses with slate roofs.  

During the tour you will feel the true spirit of Bosnia 

which always was a crossroads of religions. 

 

Check in hotel Europa 5*. The hotel is located in the 

pedestrian area. It’s one of the first hotels in this part 

of the world, today the classiest hotel in Sarajevo.    

Dinner in hotel restaurant. 

 

 

Day 2: Mostar (UNESCO) – overnight in Podstrana in Croatia 

Breakfast. 

Road to Mostar. Travel time: 2h30 

Walking tour including a visit of a traditional house.  

The city of Mostar, being a remarkable blend of 
Eastern and Western cultures, is listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The result of this melting pot is 
found in people’s looks, architecture, bazaar ... a 
puzzling atmosphere disturbing the historical 
benchmarks. 
Lunch of local specialties in a local restaurant, near the 

Old Bridge. 
Menu 

Starter: cheese pita 

Main dish: typical grill spicy minced meat rolls, vine leaves, stuffed peppers and onions and stewed 

meat 

Salad 

Dessert: nut and honey cake 

 

 

Time at leisure. 

Road to Croatia through the Herzegovina plateaus, then to Podstrana near Split. Travel time: 3h 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Check in hotel San Antonio 4*. The San Antonio hotel is 

located in the town Podstrana, known for its beautiful 

beaches. It features an indoor rooftop pool with a beautiful 

view of the Split archipelago. 

Diner in hotel restaurant.  

 

 

 

 

Day 3: Split (UNESCO) and Ston – overnight in Dubrovnik 

Breakfast. 

Road to Split. Travel time: 20min 

Walking tour of Split with a local guide including the cathedral, Jupiter’s temple (UNESCO) and the 
Diocletian’s palace substructures. 
 

Split is a unique living monument. The original 

Roman palace was repeatedly transformed 

throughout history, each era leaving a mark resulting 

in an astonishing fusion of architectural styles in 

constant turmoil. This apparently contradictory way 

of preserving the emperor Diocletian’s palace earned 

it its UNESCO World Heritage status. Split today is 

the second largest city of the country and the biggest 

passenger port. 

Time at leisure. 

Lunch in a restaurant near the harbour. 

Menu 
Starter: homemade soup 

Main dish: fried calamari with potato salad 
Dessert: local cake 

 

Continue south through the delta of the river Neretva, a 
unique landscape in southern Croatia and an impressive 
network of drainage canals shaping a mosaic of citrus fields. 
Arrive in Ston. Travel time: 2h30 
Ston is located on the Pelješac peninsula, on an isthmus 
between the open sea and the enclosed bay. A long and high 
medieval wall connects the two sides and the towns of Ston 
and Ston Mali. The town's grid architecture mirrors the salt 
marshes on its shore.   
Ston is renowned for shellfish farming as one of the rare sites where the Mediterranean oyster has 
been preserved. Oyster fields can be seen from the town of Ston Mali. 
Light snack: 3 oysters and glass of local white wine. 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Continue to Dubrovnik. Travel time: 1h 

Check in hotel Rixos 5*.  

The Rixos 5* hotel is located on the cliffs offering splendid 

sea view. It’s a 15-minute walk from the old town. The hotel 

features an indoor and outdoor swimming pool and a 

wellness / fitness area. 

Dinner in hotel restaurant. 

Day 4: Dubrovnik (UNESCO) and the Lokrum island – overnight in Dubrovnik                                            

Breakfast.                                                                                                                                                              

Walk to the old town. Walking time: 15min 

Walking tour with a local guide including the entrance 

to the Rector’s palace, the Franciscan monastery 

known for its old pharmacy still operating today and 

the Dominican monastery mixing Byzantine and Italian 

art and harbouring a Titian’s painting. You will also see 

the Sponza palace and the Saint Saviour’s church, the 

only monuments that survived the great earthquake of 

1667., along with the Cathedral and the Saint Blaise 

church, the Gundulić square where the current market 

is located offering a splendid view on the monumental 

staircase overlooking the Jesuit complex with the 

church of Saint Ignatius, the most beautiful Baroque 

buildings in the city. 

 

Dubrovnik was a Mediterranean city-state which 

managed to preserve its freedom and avoid conflicts 

by means of a very skilful diplomacy. The prosperity of 

the old Republic is palpable on every stone of 

Dubrovnik, one of the best-preserved medieval cities in 

the world. "The Pearl of the Adriatic" is part of the 

UNESCO World Heritage. 

 

Lunch in a restaurant in the old town. 
Menu 

Main dish: white and black risotto and squid 
Salad 

Dessert: rozata (typical caramel cream from Dubrovnik) 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Boarding a boat and heading to the island of Lokrum 

(15 minutes). Lokrum is a hidden gem of nature 

famous for the 11th century Benedictine monastery. 

Napoleon built a fortress on the top of the island which 

later belonged to the Habsburgs. The island of Lokrum 

also offers a rich botanical garden which is today a 

protected nature reserve, uninhabited, with pretty 

walking paths, a cafe and a restaurant. Lokrum is the 

favourite swimming spot for the local population. 

Boat and entrance tickets are included. 

Sail back to the old town. 

Dinner in hotel restaurant. 

  

Day 5: Montenegro, Kotor (UNESCO) and Cetinje – overnight in Miločer 

Breakfast. 

Road to Kotor in Montenegro. Travel time: 2h30 

During the ride you will be immersed in the beautiful 

landscape of the Kotor bay and its organic appearance 

with steep mountain slopes, reminding the shape of a 

fjord. 

 

Walking tour of the old town of Kotor (UNESCO) with a 
local guide, including the entrance to the Saint Triphun 
Cathedral and the Maritime museum. 
Kotor is fortified medieval city which built its reputation 

on trade and maritime transport. A meeting of cultures 

where you will find both Catholic and Orthodox 

churches. 

Continue by scenic road offering splendid panoramic 

views on the Kotor bay. Stop in the village of Njeguši, 

home of the famous smoked ham. Travel time: 1h 

 

Stop for a snack in the ham producer’s bistro.  
 

Menu 
Starter: smoked ham and Njeguši cheese 

Main dish: pork and oven-roasted potatoes 
Salad 

Dessert: homemade cake 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Road to the town of Cetinje. Travel time: 45min 

Visit the king Nikola’s palace and an Orthodox 

monastery. Cetinje was the country’s capital until the 

First World War and today is the heart of 

Montenegrin’s culture.   

Continue to Miločer located on the Budva Riviera. 

Travel time: 45min 

Check in at the HEC Residence hotel in Miločer on the 

Budva riviera. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6: Albania, Skadar, Lehza and Kruja « on the Skanderbeg’s footprints » – overnight in Tirana 

Breakfast. 

Road to Albania and the town of Skadar. Travel time: 2h 

Meet your local English-speaking guide for the town of Skadar at the border.  

Walking tour. 

The Catholic cathedral, the impressive mosque and the 

remains of the old bazaar witness the transformations 

through history of this former commercial crossroads 

in the Ottoman part of the Balkans. You will also visit 

the small archaeological museum. 

Visit the Rozafa fortress offering splendid views on the 

river and the city of Skadar. 

 

Lunch of specialties in a restaurant on the river, at the 

foot of the fortress. 

 

Menu 

Starter: stuffed vine leafs 

Main dish: grilled lamb with vegetables                               

Local dessert 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Continue to Lezha. Travel time: 1h 

Visit the tomb of the Albanian nobleman and hero 

Skanderbeg who distinguished himself in the war 

against the Ottoman Empire. After Lezha continue to 

Lissos, the ancient city founded by Dyonisios I of 

Syracuse at the end of the 4th century AD. The city 

was recently opened to the visitors and offers scenic 

views on the Lehza valley. 

Continue to Kruja. Travel time: 1h 

Visit the Kruja fortress, the capital of the Skanderbeg’s 

kingdom and the Skanderbeg museum. 

  

Drive to Tirana. Travel time: 2h 

Check in hotel International 4*, located in the city-centre.  

 

Day 7: Tirana and Durrës – overnight in Tirana 

Breakfast. 

Walking tour of Tirana. 

We begin the with the famous Skanderbeg’s square, 

the Et'hem Bey mosque built in 1830., then continue 

to the main Boulevard with the Government buildings. 

You will also discover the Gallery of Arts, the National 

Museum and house of the painter Sali Shijaku, a 

typical Albanian house. 

 

Lunch in hotel restaurant. 

 

Drive to Durrës. Travel time: 45min 

Visit Durrës, an important Greek colony named 

Dyrrhachion controlling the trade route entering the 

Adriatic Sea, later residence of the kings of Albania. 

Discover the ruins of this ancient medieval town, the 

Roman amphitheatre, the Archaeological museum 

which is among the largest in the country and the 

royal villa built in the 20th century, returned to the 

descendants of the Albanian throne in 2007. 

 

Return in Tirana. Dinner in hotel restaurant. 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Day 8: Apollonia and Berat (UNESCO) – overnight in Berat 

Breakfast. 

Road to Fier then to Apollonia. 

Travel time: 2h30 

 

Apollonia was a Greek colony founded in the 6th 

century BC, as a strategic commercial outpost along 

Via Egnatia, between the Vjosa and Seman rivers. Visit 

the magnificent Ardenica Monastery, built in the 13th 

century in the Byzantine period. 

 

Typical lunch in a local restaurant. 

Menu 

Starter: tarator - cold zucchini soup 

Main dish: goulash (meat cooked in sauce) 

Dessert: nut cake 

 

Continue to Berat. Travel time: 1h30 

 

Walking tour with a local guide. 

Berat was founded in the 6th century BC, today is part 

of the UNESCO World Heritage Site. Berat was an 

important defence fort of the Byzantine Empire 

against the intrusions of the Slavic tribes. The Ottoman 

period was the golden age for the town. During the 

visit you will discover the fortress, the magnificent 

Trinity Church and enjoy scenic views on the Osum 

river. 

 

Check in boutique hotels Mangalemi and / or Osumi. Both 

hotels are located in the town’s centre and are a beautiful 

example of historic architecture.  The town of Berat doesn’t 

have hotels for big groups, the maximum capacity of hotel is 

15 rooms.  

Dinner in hotel restaurant. 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Day 9: Lake Ohrid (UNESCO) in Macedonia and folklore evening – overnight in Sveti Stefan 

Breakfast. 

Road to Ohrid in Macedonia. Travel time: 4h 

Check in hotel Belvedere 4* in Sveti Stefan on the 

Ohrid lake, near the town. 

Lunch in hotel.  

 

Walking tour with a local guide.  

The town of Ohrid is located by the homonymous lake. 

Ohrid is also known as “the Jerusalem of Europe” 

because it had 365 churches. The site is listed as part 

of UNESCO World Heritage for the beauty of 

landscape and for the outstanding cultural heritage. 

The tour begins in the port of Ohrid, then continues to 

the old town, including the 11th century Saint Sophia 

cathedral and the Roman amphitheatre from the 3rd 

century BC. The visit also includes the Icon Gallery, 

one of the most important in the world and the 

church of the Holy Mother of God with its amazing 

13th century frescoes.  

 

Embark for a 2 hours private cruise along the shore of 

the lake to the Saint Naum monastery.   

 

During the boat tour we will see one of Tito's 

residences, churches, prehistoric settlements from 

the 12th to the 7th century BC and an old Roman 

military post from the 2nd century BC. 

Visit the Saint Naum monastery. 

 

Return to the hotel and leisure time. 

Departure by bus to a typical Macedonian restaurant. 

Dinner of local specialties accompanied by traditional 

dance performance and musicians. Return to the 

hotel. 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Day 10: Heraclea Lyncestis and Skopje – overnight in Skopje 

Breakfast. 

Departure to Heraclea Lyncestis near the town of 

Bitola. Travel time: 1h30 

Visit the archaeological site Heraclea Lyncestis, 

founded by Philip II of Macedonia in the 4th century 

BC. Heraclea was an important crossroads of via Appia 

with via Egnatia of the Roman Empire. We will also 

visit the cathedral with mosaics of exceptional artistic 

value. 

 

Continue to Skopje. Travel time: 2h15 

Check in hotel Duvet 4* located in the city centre. 

Lunch in hotel restaurant. 

 

Walking tour with a local guide. 

We will discover the Macedonian museum, the bazaar 

with its 15th century caravansary, the famous stone 

bridge crossing the Vardar river and the memorial 

house of Mother Theresa. The tour also includes the 

very moving Holocaust Memorial Centre and the 

Victims of Communism Memorial. 

 

Dinner in hotel restaurant. 

 

 

Day 11: Serbia with Niš and Topola – overnight in Belgrade 

Breakfast. 

Road to Niš in Serbia. Travel time: 3h 

 

Niš was inhabited since prehistoric times, developed 

by the Romans as a military base named Naissos, the 

birthplace of emperor Constantine. Later, the city was 

restored by emperor Justinian during the Byzantine 

period, hence the nickname “The Emperor's City”. 

Serbian resistance against the Ottoman Empire was 

based in Niš. In the 19th century the Serbs tried to 

liberate the city from the Turks but failed. The result 

was the building of the infamous Ćele Kula or the Skull 

Tower, incorporating the skulls of the vanquished 

Serbs within its walls. 

Visit the Roman villa Mediana, the Skull Tower and the imposing fortress overlooking the city. 
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Travel gives you wings... 

Lunch of specialties in a local restaurant. 

 

Menu 

Starter: local cheese and cold cuts platter 

Main dish: stuffed eggplant 

Dessert: apple puff pastry 

 

Continue to Topola, a small historic town of Central 

Serbia. Travel time: 2h45 

 

In Topola on the top of the Oplenac with, we will visit 

the mausoleum of Serbian and Yugoslav royal house of 

Karađorđević with the Saint George church, the royal 

tombs and the house of King Peter. The Karađorđević 

family owned vineyards on the slopes of Oplenac hill, 

producing high quality wines. Visit the Royal Caves. 

 

Road to Belgrade. Travel time: 1h 

Check in the newly built Life Design 4*hotel, located in the 

heart of Belgrade. The hotel features a large spa and 

wellness area.  

 

Day 12: Belgrade – departure from Belgrade airport 

Breakfast. 

Walking tour with a local guide. 

 

The tour includes the Kalemegdan Park with its 

fortress, the residential district of Dedinje with 

embassies, the Royal Complex of the Karadjordjevic 

family and the House of Flowers (the Marshal Tito ‘s 

Memorial). We will also discover the city centre, the 

Republic Square and Terazije, with the Orthodox 

Basilica of Saint Sava, the Parliament of Serbia and the 

pedestrian street of Knez Mihailova with its cafes and 

shops. 

Lunch in the bohemian district of Skadarlija and time at leisure. 

Menu 

Starter: hot bread with kajmak (typical cheese spread) 

Main dish: čufte meatballs cooked in red sauce with mash 

Dessert: homemade cake 

Transfer to Belgrade airport. Travel time: 40min 

Departure flight.  
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